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The 33rd de-
gree, given for
outstanding
service, was
conferred on
Orie Nichoson
of Grand Rap-
ids, now 94, a
70-year Mason
who was active
in the old tem-
ple.

This downtown landmark once housed the Mas

biggest celebrations.

iIit’s doubtful more than a handful

he secret involves the Bishop
Furniture Co. building at Ionia
Avenue and Louis Street N'W,
which Bishop has left for a new loca-
tion.

Little did the thousands of persons
who’ve been in and past that seven-
story, red-brick structure realize the
upper four floors were once the scene
of grand balls and ornate rituals in a
setting purely Victorian.

The building was opened in the fall
of 1895 amid one of the largest pa-
rades and celebrations seen in Grand
Rapids up to then.

Arches built to resemble blocks of
granite spanned the intersections of

Ionia and Canal Street at Monroe Ave-
nue. Electric lights adorning these
arches illuminated emblems and
bunting.

Bands and other paraders from as
far as Detroit, Middleville and Low-
ell, as well as the Wurzburg band, en-
tertained the hundreds of persons lin-
ing the parade route and provided the
cadence for the numerous marchers
from all over the state and Midwest.

Many of the largest firms in Grand
Rapids closed for the day to allow
their employees to participate in or
watch the parade. Among them were
Valley City Milling, Bissell Carpet
Sweeper, Grand Rapids Chair Co. and
many other furniture companies,

The Grand Rapids Press, Sunday, March 22, 1981 - =2

of people khows about it

which gave their employees the day
off to enjoy the festivities.

The center of attraction was the
dedication of the new Masonic tem-

- ple. This structure would enable orga-
nizations such as the Order of the
Eastern Star, Royal Arch Masons,
Royal and Select Masons, DeMolai
Commandery, Consistory, Scottish
Rite, Saladin Temple of the Mystic
Shrine, Palestine Shrine and several
others to- meet under one roof for the
first time.

Bishop Furniture leased the first
three floors from 1896 to 1915, when
it bought the entire building. Bishop

- sold it last year to a group of investor-
developers. -

Story by
Michael Clark

Press photos by
Jay C. Abbott

onic Temple. Its completion in 1895 launched one of the city’s

The old temple is basically the
same today as when the Masonic or
ganizations left in 1915 to erect the
present temple on E. Fulton Street.

Partitions and walls have been re-
moved but the domed ceiling in the
ballroom, the ornate pillars in the
banquet room, fireplaces and, most
notable, the oak-walled lodge room
with its domed ceiling, remain.

Sliding wood doors still roll easily
into their wall receptacles. Hand-
carved designs decorate doors, walls
and pillars.

The capped ends of gas lights and
chandelier fixtures remind us of a by-

gone era of simple elegance.
continued next page












One of Largest Gather-
ings Here in Lodge’s

Hnatmry Witnesses Txre- |
i

resslve Cere oMYy .

Se¥en thousand NMaster [Masons from
Grand Rapills and ¢ther westers Mich-
igan| cities ;| gathered yesterday after-
-noor} when K the flicers of the. grand
lodgp iformaily dedicated|the, Masonic
Couptry club of |westenn ', Michigan.
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NEW SOLUTION
MNITY

MUST ADJUST. GERMAM  PAYY
MENTS TO SUIT FRANCE
= AND ENGLAND

VISIT TO BERLIN MARKS
. BEGINNING OF FINAL EFFORT

French Bring Forward fPoincare Pro-
geam—i. S. Claims Must Wazit
Until New Solution is Found
and Accepted.

PARIS, AU 10.—( By Askociated
Press ) The departure of the repara-]
tions mission for Berlin tonight
marked the beginning of thaﬁnAﬁ ef+
fort of the reparations comarriission to
find-a temmporary solution of ‘the Ger-
men indemnity preblem mccleptable to
both ¥French anhd British pibiic opinion
and thereby prewvent the t refaitened in-
deperident action by Frinde with a
consequent breakinz up of thf entente.
‘Sir John Bradbury, British member|
of the commission,. and his associates)
jer: =aris at T:40 o'clock and will ar-
rive at Berlin tomorrow night. The:
have =2n app pointment to see Chancello
NWirth MMonday morning.

Renew French Plan |

tive to the ‘departure of ithis mis
French o ye Tre
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Corner-stone laying at Grand Rapids.
Reading from left to right: Senator William Alden Smith; Jam F. McGregor, Grand Tiler; Wm. M. Perrett, Grand Marshal;
rorth; Mr. Longworth; Herbert Montague, Grand Master; Lou. B Winsor, Grand Secretary.










PRESENT AND PROPOSED BUILDING

The working out of the proposed addition embraces the making over of the present banquet room on second floor, into Blue Lodge room of approxim
the same size and facilities of the present Blue Lodge room on first floor: the transferring of Blue Lodge Secretaries’ quarters to the present Board roon
main entrance lobby: vemoval of cafeteria from first floor mezzanine to new portion, doubling the capacity of billiard room in Club Section; placing card
game room in new addition on same level, providing a possible Club or Game Section in basement back of billiard room, approximately 60°-0" x 83'-6” or 5
sq ft. in arca, using present caleteria for small supper rooms; providing coaching or posting room for candidates on second floor at center off lobby: the rem)
of Shrine Secretary’s quarters {rom third floor to a more spacious office with vault and toilet on first mezzanine adjoining auditorium floor level of addi
Amnple connections between present building and new giving a flexible comprehensive use of the entire structure, with all the facilities of the new buil
hereinafter shown, combined with the possibilities of our present temple.
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Fifth Floor Amphitheter Stae Damage, 1947 Fire
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Lower Level Entertainment Area, pre 1947
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