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Today’s Presentation

• Summary of Freemasonry

• Summary History from Origins to 

Establishment in Michigan

• In-Depth Discussion of Freemasonry in Grand 

Rapids



What is Freemasonry?



The Basics

1. The world’s oldest and largest 

fraternity

2. A system of education that uses 

symbols and allegory to reinforce 

character-building skills.



How Many Freemasons?

Worldwide: 4,000,000

United States 1,200,000



Requirements for Membership

• Male at least 19 years old

• Belief in a Supreme Being

• Of good character



Origins

Operative stonemasons (freemasons) of 

Medieval Europe



Origins

Operative  Speculative



Origins (The Secrets)

Methods of recognition



Origins (The Secrets)



The Birth of Modern Masonry:

No Longer a Secret Society

Formation of 

The Grand Lodge of England

June 24, 1717

All regular Grand Lodges

trace their lineage to this event.



The Symbols



Coming To America



Masonic U.S. Presidents

14 of our 44 Presidents have been Freemasons



Freemasonry in Michigan

French establish Fort Detroit in 1701

British – 1st documented lodge 

east of the Allegany Mts.

Detroit - 1764



Grand Lodge of Michigan - 1826

1st Grand Master – Lewis Cass



Michigan Masonic Museum and Library

2016

“Masonic Secrets
of

Old Grand Rapids”
Dirk Hughes and Michael Clark







Michigan Masonic Home

East Grand Rapids

• Map location
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FIRE!!!!!



Masonic Pathways in Alma

• Picture of current Masonic Pathways
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The First GR Masonic Temple - 1895

• Picture of present Alma Masonic Home





Fox Building Decorations
Masonic Temple 

Decorations Dedication 1895
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The Masonic Temple
1915





Setting the Stone



Cornerstone Ceremony
January 14, 1915





• Picture of proposed addition







The Grand Rapids Masonic Center

Today









• Amphitheatre collapsed



Fifth Floor Amphitheater  Stage Damage, 1947 Fire







Lower Level Entertainment Area, pre 1947
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